Walking Tour #1a
Fort Benjamin Harrison

The Original Base

From Greentree Real Estate Group Offices

 2.1 miles round trip 5000 to 8000 steps 
Brief history-Built from 1906 to 1908 the base is named after Indianapolis’ own President Benjamin Harrison. It was created during the term of President Theodore Roosevelt and part of his policy to “speak quietly and carry a big stick”. The original streets were all named after Spanish-American War soldiers. Later streets honored soldiers from other conflicts.
The Tour-Starting from the Greentree Real Estate Office go north to 56th Street, and walk east on the sidewalk. You may walk on the grass, or take the dive to the sidewalk on the far side of Glenn Road.  This road was named after Colonel Edwin Glenn better known as strenuous Glenn because of his tireless manner when stationed in the Philippines during the Spanish American War. Go east on the sidewalk on the south side of 56th Street. During the Fort’s active days 56th Street was called Aultman after Brigadier General Dwight E. Aultman, who commanded the Fort just after WWI. Head east past three buildings all modern build after the base Closure. The last of the three is a medical office building that was the first new building built after the Fort’s closure. It became the model for future buildings. Carefully cross Herbert Lord Drive. This street was named after Brigadier General Herbert Lord who after WWI lobbied for a separate Finance Department., and succeeded. The building on your right is the new child care center build after the Fort closed. Note the many unusual angles to the building-hardly federalist style which exemplifies the rest of the Fort. Behind this building is the mammoth Finance Center also named the Major General Emmett J. Bean Center, also known as Building 1. This is the second  largest Army building and contains over a million square feet. Over 5000 people work here. It is the home of the Army dollar and when it is open it is said that $43 million dollars a minute goes out of it. General Bean was the person responsible for bringing the Finance Center to the Fort. Over 100 million dollars was spent on its latest renovations. Cross 56th Street , carefully, there is a pedestrian button on the pole by the cross walk. Take a right (East) on the sidewalk on the north side of 56th Street. note the buildings on your left. These are the doubles known as Sergeants Row. These homes housed the original top non-commissioned officers when the Fort was active. The non-commissioned officers actually run the army. Cross Lawton Loop West Diver and continue east. On your left will be Soldiers Memorial Chapel, still an active church. The building also houses the Lawrence School Foundation. Cross Lawton Loop East Drive and take a left.  On your right is a closed coffee house called Java Junction.  Here will be the official starting point for the tour of the original Fort.
 Original Fort Portion of Tour-Starting from the west side of Java Junction go north on East Lawton Drive.  Java Junction is the logical starting point because it originally was the depot serving the interurban line from Union Station in downtown Indianapolis. Here is where most troops arrived to be garrisoned at the Fort. Lawton Loop is named after General Henry Wade Lawton who fought in both Cuba and the Philippines, where he lost his life in December 1899. Going north the next building on your right was the original base bakery, now part of the Schneider Engineering complex. You will next cross Otis Avenue, which was named after General Ewell S. Otis military commander in the Philippines during the Spanish-American War. The next three buildings on your right are three of the six enlisted men’s barracks. They originally had broad porches to catch cool breezes before the days of air conditioning. On your left note the sign about the Fort’s history, and note the reviewing stand. The next building between the six enlisted men’s barracks was the original Post Exchange and featured a gymnasium in the basement. The road connecting the two halves of the loop is named Funston after Brigadier General Frederick Funston. He fought gallantly in the Philippines. The next three original enlisted men’s barracks have been converted to luxury residential housing. The next building was the guardhouse complete with iron barred windows and cells. The present owner, an insurance agency, has maintained one of the cells.  (Better pay your premium) The next building on the corner of Kent and East Lawton Loop Drive. is the barracks for the regimental band. The building immediately behind was for the base fire department. Kent Avenue. was named after Brigadier General Jacob Kent who served under Lawton in the Philippines. The building to the north of Kent is the original base headquarters. The next building was the barracks for the bachelor officers. The next home, which is one of the few single homes on the base was for the commanding officer. In later years it was the closest home to the first tee with a private short cut. The rest of the homes on the loop were for married officers. Each house is huge with the typical half a double containing 5,000 square feet. As you walk around the loop note the enormous parade ground, which has been protected by the State of Indiana. Note the Gazebo where many weddings and parties have taken place. Further to the south note the 3 concrete slabs. These were used to display tanks, while the base was active. As you walk down Lawton Loop West Drive
Try to imagine the tremendous activity on the parade ground when the base was newly opened. There would be troops, horses, and mules everywhere. Parades, maneuvers, inspections would be common place. Bugles, shouted orders, cadence and music would fill the air. As you look across the parade ground note the water tower, which is shown in so many old pictures. Upon reaching Otis Avenue turn left, and note the flag pole and sidewalk. This is a recent addition to house the moving Vietnam Wall when it periodically comes to the Fort during Lawrence’s July 4th celebration. Follow Otis to East Lawton Loop and go south to Java Junction to complete the original Fort tour.

Take a right on the north side of 56th Street and retrace your steps to the Greentree Real Estate offices on the south side of 56th Street.  Be careful in re-crossing 56th Street at the cross walk.

Financial Sponsor- These tours are sponsored by  Greentree Real Estate Group, 8225 E. 56th Street. CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.  Copies of all the available tours, and a binder to put them in, are available at their office. Their phone number is 545-5478, and their web site is www.green-n-fit.com
